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Cartographic culture heritage belongs to UNESCO
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Summary: The aim of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme is to safeguard the
world documentary heritage and allow nominating unique written documents including carto-
graphic heritage. The main critera is the uniqueness of the documentary item for the nation or
for the world. It can be either one document or a collection. The inscription on the Register
takes place every two years. Only nine maps or map collections and atlases and two larger col-
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Cartographic heritage is one of the most endangered exhibits of the national cultural heritage. The first step towards their protection is
undoubtedly describing and making them accessible. The digitization of map collections is an inseparable part of memory institutions
nowadays. It allows easy and continuous access to unique funds and it protects the collections as well.

The database of the digitized map collections of the Czech Republic was set up at the instance of Eva Novotna, PhD. as one of the
initiatives of an open platform for cartographic documents at the UNESCO National Committee. It is open to all map funds and it primarily
serves administrators, but also researchers, scientists and the general public.
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